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INITIATIVE

Providing Clean Water to People in Need




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information: 

Jake Herrle: (404) 925-7007

Email: jake@clearwaterinitiative.org
Atlanta nonprofit to host fundraiser for clean water in Africa
Money to be spent rebuilding wells, providing access to potable water
ATLANTA – Local nonprofit ClearWater Initiative will host a fundraiser Saturday, July 12, from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. in order to raise much-needed funds to help provide clean, clear, potable water to villagers in remote areas of northern Uganda. The event – which is to be held at the SweetWater brewery in Atlanta – will feature a group of refugee drummers from Burundi, handmade crafts by members of Refugee Family Services and the Refugee Women’s Network of Atlanta, a live DJ and a silent auction. 
While deployed in the secluded villages of northern Uganda during 2007, US Army Reserves Captain Ben Sklaver immediately saw an urgent need for action. There villages were devastated by more than 20 years of insurgency and conflict. Water was scarce, as rebel forces often destroyed local wells. Once his tour ended and he returned home to Atlanta, Sklaver founded the nonprofit ClearWater Initiative to help bring drinkable water to those families. 

Almost immediately ClearWater has been able to do so. For example, the villagers of Ogedi in northern Uganda once had little choice but to drink slow moving and stagnant water from a marsh, often contaminated with animal waste. Local residents used this marsh for personal drinking water, cooking and washing. It was also the main watering hole for livestock.

Today, thanks to the ClearWater Initiative, the villagers are now able to fill large jugs with clean, drinkable water. Children who previously spent their days hiking to remote wells to fetch water now have time to attend school and their risk of contracting malaria while collecting water from a stagnant pool has been dramatically reduced. Parents can now work to support their families.

This is just one example of the work ClearWater has done. Since March 2008, the group has launched projects in five villages affecting approximately 3,800 people. Join ClearWater Initiative on Saturday, July 12, 2008, as they work to raise $25,000 in a single night to provide clean water to more than 2,000 people in conflict-affected areas of northern Uganda. 

· WHERE: Sweetwater Brewery, 195 Ottley Drive N.E., Atlanta, Ga., 30324 

· 
WHEN: Saturday, July 12, from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
· WHAT: A fundraiser for ClearWater Initiative featuring music by the Burundi Refugee Drummers Group and DJ Oliver Bills, who will spin soul and international songs. Admission is $30 in advance and $40 at the door.
The event will feature delicious SweetWater Beer, as well as homemade food and crafts available for sale by the Atlanta Refugee Women’s Network. 

There will also be a silent auction featuring signed original items by celebrities such as Mike Myers, Kathy Griffith, and Larry King. Sports tickets, fantastic gift certificates for area restaurants, area attractions and other services will also be auctioned.





# # #

If you would like more information about this event and the ClearWater initiative or to schedule an interview with Ben Sklaver, please contact Jake Herrle at (404) 925-7007 or jake@clearwaterinitiative.org .
Founded in 2007, the ClearWater Initiative is a nonprofit 501-(c)(3) humanitarian group. 
Visit www.ClearWaterInitiative.org for more information.
